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440 N. Broad Street, 2nd Floor Suite 243
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19130
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FAX (215) 400-4174


STUDENTS EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS 
Total number of students reported to the Federal Government from Pennsylvania:

2015-2016 = 29,171

2016-2017 = 32,323

2017-2018 = 38,940

Total number of students reported to the State for Philadelphia County:

2016-2017 6,743

2017-2018 7,288

Eligibility/Definitions: McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act: 
Homeless Children and Youth: means individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. 

Fixed: “Securely placed or fastened” and “One that is stationary, permanent, and not subject to change."

Regular:  One which is used on a regular (e.g., nightly) basis. 

Adequate residence: “One that is sufficient for meeting both the physical and psychological needs typically met in home environments.” 

2. Unaccompanied Youth: Means a youth not in the physical custody of a legal parent or guardian. Youth living on their own in any of the homeless situations described in the McKinney- Vento Homeless Education Act. 

School Choice: Schools must allow parents/guardian/ youth to choose a school in accordance with the McKinney-Vento Federal Homeless Act. Homeless children and youth may enroll in: 
a. The school the student attended when permanently housed (school of origin). 
b. The school in which the student was last enrolled (school of origin). 
c. Any school that non-homeless students who live in the attendance area in which the homeless child or youth is actually living are eligible to attend (new neighborhood school).
Residency Requirements: McKinney-Vento students are not be required to complete a residency affidavit or come to the Education Center.  We provide immediate school enrollment and full participation in all school activities for eligible children, even when records normally required for enrollment are not available [42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(3)(C)]. The enrolling school should immediately contact the previous school for all available records and refer the student to other services that are required such as immunizations, birth certificates, etc.
School Registration of Homeless Students: Homeless children and youth shall be immediately enrolled in school, even if the child or youth lacks the records normally required for enrollment, such as previous academic records, medical records, proof of residency and other documentation. 
[Sec. 722(g)(3)(B)(iii)]. The enrolling school must immediately contact the last school attended to obtain relevant academic and other records. 

Transportation: The School District of Philadelphia is committed to ensuring educational continuity for all children who do not have fixed permanent homes. We will provide a SEPTA student pass to students from grades K-12. Students are eligible for the student pass if continuing to attend school and the school is more than one mile from their current residence. This includes refugee and migrant youth.                                                                                                                          
LEA Requirements: Local educational agencies must designate an appropriate staff person as the Homeless Liaison. 

· LEA’s must have policies and procedures in place to identify and support students.

· LEA’s must have a homeless set-aside/budget to support students.

· LEA’s must provide training to school personnel, including building-level liaisons, registrars, secretaries, principals, counselors, social workers, transportation teams, child nutrition staff, teachers, tutors, and others.
· Inform school personnel, service providers, advocates, parents, and students of the name and contact information of the liaison, as well as the liaison’s duties. This should be done through several methods to ensure the information is easily available, such as: posting on the district website; posting on the website of each individual school; including in student handbooks; including in information provided to parents and students; and sharing with community service providers through meetings and memos.
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